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TO: 
 

MAYOR J. LEHMAN AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL                               
 

FROM: M. BANFIELD, RPP, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

NOTED: 
 

A. MILLER, RPP, GENERAL MANAGER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND GROWTH 
MANAGEMENT  
 
M. PROWSE, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
 

RE: 
 

UPDATE ON THE NEW OFFICIAL PLAN PROJECT: DRAFT 2  

DATE: 
  

MAY 3, 2021 

 
OVERVIEW 
 
The purpose of this Memorandum is to advise members of Council that the second draft of the new Official 
Plan will be released shortly for public review as well as the Statutory requirements of an Open House and 
Public Planning meeting.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The development of the draft Official Plan and the associated Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR) 
started in September 2018. At that time, Provincial policy direction regarding growth management was 
provided through the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 2017 (‘Growth Plan 2018’). Growth 
Plan 2017, forecast that Barrie will grow to 253,000 persons and 129,000 jobs by 2041. As required by 
Growth Plan 2017, staff initiated a process to determine how much land is needed to accommodate the 
forecast growth to 2041. Watson and Associates Economists Ltd. (‘Watson’) was retained to conduct the 
land needs assessment. The land needs assessment report was completed by Watson in June 2019 and 
the results were presented to Council, by way of a presentation to the City Building Committee, in October 
2019.  
 
In August 2020, the Province finalized a new version of the Growth Plan, which is now titled A Place to 
Grow: A Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe; henceforth referred to as Growth Plan 2020. This 
update to the Growth Plan extended the planning horizon to 2051 and increased the growth targets for 
Barrie to 298,000 people and 150,000 jobs.  
 
Council was made aware of Growth Plan 2020 and its impacts on the Official Plan/MCR project by way of 
a September 14, 2020 Circulation Memorandum titled “Status Update on the New Official Plan Project” 
(see Appendix “A”). The first draft of the new Official Plan was finalized in June of 2020, in advance of the 
Province indicating an amendment to the Growth Plan was forthcoming. Staff finalized Draft 1 of the Official 
Plan and released it for a 90-day statuary public consultation period in September 2020, just after 
Amendment No. 1 to the Growth Plan was approved. Staff have always acknowledged that conformity to 
the Growth Plan would be required prior to the final approval of the Official Plan.  
 
Accommodating the people and jobs forecasts for the 2051 planning horizon will be shown in the second 
draft of the Official Plan being released for public review and comment. Additional work by the City’s 
consultants has updated the technical foundational work for the Official Plan to accommodate growth and 
development to the 2051 planning horizon and the supporting work will accompany the second draft of the 
Official Plan. 
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IMPACTS 
 
Draft 1 of the Official Plan planned to accommodate people and jobs forecasts for the 2041 planning horizon 
and was released with a proposed expansion to the settlement boundary in the secondary plan areas for 
both community area and employment area lands. With this planning horizon, there was still land remaining 
within the municipal boundary but outside of the settlement boundary in the secondary plan areas. As Draft 
2 of the Official Plan needs to accommodate 2051 forecasts for people and jobs this will extend the 
settlement area boundary to the municipal boundary. The second draft of the Official Plan will have no 
settlement boundary shown. 
 
In addition to the proposed change to the settlement boundary the additional people and jobs to be 
accommodated across the municipality through conscious and purposeful intensification across the 
municipality in the Urban Growth Centre, near the GO Transit stations, along intensification corridors and 
other areas in the overall community structure, as outlined in the second draft of the Official Plan. 
 
Through the statutory open house, public meeting, and a robust community engagement program, 
members of the community will have to opportunity to provide their comments on the second draft of the 
Official Plan. Staff anticipate bringing the final version of the Official Plan for Council’s consideration in the 
fall of 2021. 
 
Any questions or comments can be directed to Michelle Banfield, Director of Development Services at 
extension 5466. 
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APPENDIX “A” 
 

September 14, 2020 Development Services Department Memorandum:  
Status Update on the New Official Plan Project
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