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Ward Boundary Review

Preliminary Examples 



Context

• The minimum size for the council of a local municipality in Ontario is five, 
“one of whom shall be the head of council”

• No clear principles at play, no “standards” and no formulas to apply in 
determining the appropriate size of Council

• Barrie’s council is composed of 11 members, 6 above the minimum

• The composition of local councils in Ontario varies widely 

Composition of Council

https://www.buildingbarrie.ca/WardsReview



A ward-based electoral system should address these core principles/guidelines:

Guiding Principles to Design Wards
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REPRESENTATION BY POPULATION AND CONSIDERATION OF CURRENT AND FUTURE
POPULATION AND ELECTORAL TRENDS
Accommodating for and balancing future increases or decreases in population growth or decline to
maintain a general equilibrium in the representation by population until the next ward boundary review is
anticipated to be conducted;.

CONSIDERATION OF NATURAL AND PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES
Utilizing geographical and topographical features, primary and secondary road patterns, railway and
public transit routes and servicing districts as natural ward boundaries and to help foster and identify
neighbourhood groupings;

COMMUNITIES OF INTERESTS
Recognizing settlement patterns, traditional neighbourhoods, school districts and community groupings
(social, historical, economic, religious and political diversities) while at the same time, not fragmenting
the City.

EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION
The three articulated principles contribute to achieving the over-arching principle of effective
representation.

https://www.buildingbarrie.ca/WardsReview



The degree to which 
each guiding principle is 
satisfied is ranked as:

• “Yes” (fully 
satisfied);

• “Largely 
Successful”;

• “Partially 
Successful”; or

• “No” (not satisfied)

Existing Ward System – Evaluation 

Population includes a net Census undercount of approximately 3.0% and the post-secondary student population.
Source:  Derived from the Update to Population, Housing and Employment Forecast by Traffic Zone and Small Geographic Unit, March 8, 2024.
Note:  Numbers may not add precisely due to rounding.

O ±5% of the Optimal (Average) Population
O- ±5%-25% of the Optimal (Average) Population

OR- >±25% of the Optimal (Average) Population



Preliminary Alternative 
Ward Boundary Options



Preliminary Option 1

The degree to which 
each guiding principle is 
satisfied is ranked as:

• “Yes” (fully 
satisfied);

• “Largely 
Successful”;

• “Partially 
Successful”; or

• “No” (not satisfied)

Population includes a net Census undercount of approximately 3.0% and the post-secondary student population.
Source:  Derived from the Update to Population, Housing and Employment Forecast by Traffic Zone and Small Geographic Unit, March 8, 2024.
Note:  Numbers may not add precisely due to rounding.

O ±5% of the Optimal (Average) Population
O- ±5%-25% of the Optimal (Average) Population

OR- >±25% of the Optimal (Average) Population



Preliminary Option 2-A

Population includes a net Census undercount of approximately 3.0% and the post-secondary student population.
Source:  Derived from the Update to Population, Housing and Employment Forecast by Traffic Zone and Small Geographic Unit, March 8, 2024.
Note:  Numbers may not add precisely due to rounding.

The degree to which 
each guiding principle is 
satisfied is ranked as:

• “Yes” (fully 
satisfied);

• “Largely 
Successful”;

• “Partially 
Successful”; or

• “No” (not satisfied)

O ±5% of the Optimal (Average) Population
O- ±5%-25% of the Optimal (Average) Population

OR- >±25% of the Optimal (Average) Population



Preliminary Option 2-B

The degree to which 
each guiding principle is 
satisfied is ranked as:

• “Yes” (fully 
satisfied);

• “Largely 
Successful”;

• “Partially 
Successful”; or

• “No” (not satisfied)

Population includes a net Census undercount of approximately 3.0% and the post-secondary student population.
Source:  Derived from the Update to Population, Housing and Employment Forecast by Traffic Zone and Small Geographic Unit, March 8, 2024.
Note:  Numbers may not add precisely due to rounding.

O ±5% of the Optimal (Average) Population
O- ±5%-25% of the Optimal (Average) Population

OR- >±25% of the Optimal (Average) Population



Preliminary Option 3-A

The degree to which 
each guiding principle is 
satisfied is ranked as:

• “Yes” (fully 
satisfied);

• “Largely 
Successful”;

• “Partially 
Successful”; or

• “No” (not satisfied)

Population includes a net Census undercount of approximately 3.0% and the post-secondary student population.
Source:  Derived from the Update to Population, Housing and Employment Forecast by Traffic Zone and Small Geographic Unit, March 8, 2024.
Note:  Numbers may not add precisely due to rounding.

O ±5% of the Optimal (Average) Population
O- ±5%-25% of the Optimal (Average) Population

OR- >±25% of the Optimal (Average) Population



Preliminary Option 3-B

The degree to which 
each guiding principle is 
satisfied is ranked as:

• “Yes” (fully 
satisfied);

• “Largely 
Successful”;

• “Partially 
Successful”; or

• “No” (not satisfied)

Population includes a net Census undercount of approximately 3.0% and the post-secondary student population.
Source:  Derived from the Update to Population, Housing and Employment Forecast by Traffic Zone and Small Geographic Unit, March 8, 2024.
Note:  Numbers may not add precisely due to rounding.

O ±5% of the Optimal (Average) Population
O- ±5%-25% of the Optimal (Average) Population

OR- >±25% of the Optimal (Average) Population



Review Process
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January 2025
Council 

Workshop

February 2025
Background 

Reports

Spring 2025
Preliminary

Options

Spring 2025
Finalize
Options

December 
2024

Project 
Start-Up

January 2025
Council

Interviews

February/
March 2025

Public 
Engagement 

#1

Spring 2025
Public

Engagement 
#2

June 2025
Council 

Decision

https://www.buildingbarrie.ca/WardsReview
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Questions?
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