
70 Collier Street 

P.O. Box 400 

Barrie, ON  L4M 4T5

City of Barrie

Minutes - Final

Active Transportation and 

Sustainability Committee

9:30 AM Huronia "A" RoomTuesday, May 28, 2019

For consideration at the City Building Committee on June 11, 2019.

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Robb Meier at 9:34 a.m.  The following were 

in attendance for the meeting:

Chairman R. Meier

Councillor K. Aylwin

A. Carlyle

S. Diaz - SMDHU

E. Jacoby-Hawkins

A. McNair - Nature Barrie

J. Northcote

T. Searls

Present: 8 - 

Councillor S. MoralesAbsent: 1 - 

STAFF: 

Acting Deputy City Clerk, T. McArthur

Director of Transit and Parking Strategy, B. Forsyth

Forestry Supervisor, K. Rankin 

Traffic Technologist, J. MacDonald

Transit Operations Planner, M. McConnell.
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The Active Transportation and Sustainability Advisory Committee met and reports as follows:

SECTION "A"

OVERVIEW OF THE URBAN FOREST STRATEGY

Kevin Rankin, Forestry Supervisor provided a presentation concerning the 

City’s Urban Forest Strategy.

Mr. Rankin discussed slides concerning the following topics:

· The City’s urban forest and street tree inventory as of 2013;

· Bar graphs illustrating the tree inventory by species from 2004 - 2013;

· The publics’ input and concerns associated to the Urban Forest 

Management Plan;

· The strategic objectives for the Urban Forest Management Plan;

· The implementation plan for the Urban Forest Management from 2014 - 

2019;

· A list of organizations partnering with the City;

· A map and aerial photographs illustrating the Urban Forest Canopy 

Assessment in 2013 and 2018;

· Maps illustrating the areas Emerald Ash Borer were detected from 2014 

to 2018; 

· A map illustrating the areas that Ash Trees were removed in 2018;

· An update and drawings illustrating the Arboretum Master Plan; and

· A look forward to 2019-2020 for the Urban Forest Master Plan.

Members of the Committee asked a number of questions and received 

responses from Mr. Rankin.

SEPARATE CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

M. McConnell, Transit Operations Planner provided a summary of other 

municipalities using separate cycling infrastructure along the sides of roadways.  

Mr. McConnell advised that higher volume of cyclists were using the separated 

cycling lanes as it provided cyclists with a safer environment as they are not 

competing with motorists on the road.  

The Committee discussed the benefits of a Transportation Demand 

Management Coordinator to assist the City in implementation of the 

Transportation Master Plan and to meet the targets the City set for active 

transportation infrastructure.
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The Active Transportation and Sustainability Advisory Committee met and recommends 

adoption of the following recommendation(s):

SECTION "B"

INVESTIGATION - TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT 

COORDINATOR POSITION

That staff in the Engineering, Roads, Parks and Fleet and Transit and 

Parking Strategy Departments investigate the benefits of a Transportation 

Demand Management Coordinator position to assist in the implementation of 

the Transportation Master Plan and report back to the Active Transportation 

and Sustainability Committee. 

This matter was recommended to City Building Committee for consideration of adoption at 

its meeting to be held on 2019-06-11.

The Active Transportation and Sustainability Advisory Committee met and reports as follows:

SECTION "C"

INCREASING RIDERSHIP ON BARRIE PUBLIC TRANSIT

Brent Forsyth, Director of Transit and Parking Strategy provided an overview 

concerning the City’s current programs in place to assist in increasing 

ridership on Barrie Public Transit such as route changes, use of technology, 

tools used to assist in obtaining data and the introduction of a U-Pass 

program with Georgian College.  Mr. Forsyth advised of future programs City 

staff are working on to improve and increase ridership.

Mr. Forsyth highlighted on the steps taken to implement the programs and 

the increase in ridership on Barrie Public Transit from 2018.

Members of Committee asked a number of questions of Mr. Forsyth and 

received responses. 
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SOUTHSHORE/NORTHSHORE NATURALIZATION SUB-COMMITTEE

The Committee agreed to establish a subcommittee concerning the 

Southshore/Northshore Naturalization.  The Committee appointed A. McNair 

as Chair of the Southshore/Northshore Naturalization subcommittee.  Mr. 

McNair noted that he will report back to the Committee with progress and 

updates on the Southshore/Northshore Naturalization.

ORGANIC WASTE DIVERSION

The Committee deferred discussion of Organic Waste Diversion to a future 

meeting for further consideration.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION AND SUSTAINABILITY TERMS OF 

REFERENCE

The Committee deferred the review of the Terms of Reference to a future 

meeting for further consideration.

The meeting adjourned at 11:36 a.m.

CHAIRMAN
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