
Bill No. 017  
 
 
 
 
 

BY-LAW NUMBER 2020- 
 

     A By-law of The Corporation of the City of Barrie to  
            adopt an amendment to the Official Plan (O.P.A. 072) 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 21 of The Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990 Chapter P.13 authorizes councils 
to initiate an amendment to or repeal of any official plan that applies to the municipality; 
 
 AND WHEREAS, Motion 20-P-002 of the Council of The Corporation of the City of Barrie 
deems it expedient to pass such a by-law to adopt an amendment to the City of Barrie Official Plan. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Council of The Corporation of the City of Barrie enacts as follows: 

1. THAT Amendment No. 072 the Official Plan for the Barrie Planning Area attached to and 
forming part of this by-law, is hereby adopted. 

2. THAT this By-law shall come into force and have effect immediately upon the final passing 
thereof. 

 
READ a first and second time the 10th day of February, 2020. 
 
READ a third time and finally passed this 10th day of February, 2020. 
 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BARRIE 
 

 
       
MAYOR – J.R. LEHMAN 

 
 
       
CITY CLERK – WENDY COOKE 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 72 
 

TO THE  
 

CITY OF BARRIE  
 

OFFICIAL PLAN 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 OFFICIAL PLAN 
 
 FOR THE 
 
 CITY OF BARRIE 
 
 Amendment No. 72 
 
 
Amendment No. 72 to the City of Barrie Official Plan was prepared by the Barrie Planning Committee and was 
recommended to the Council of the City of Barrie under the provisions of the Planning Act, on the 13th day of 
January, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ _____________________________ 
Mayor – J.R. Lehman City Clerk – Wendy Cooke 
 
 
 
This amendment was adopted by the Corporation of the City of Barrie by By-law No. 2020-XXX in accordance 
with the provisions of the Planning Act, on the 10th day of February 2020. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ _____________________________ 
Mayor – J.R. Lehman City Clerk – Wendy Cooke 
 



 
       

 

 
 

 

 

Bill No. 017  

BY-LAW NUMBER 2020-XXX 
 
 
 A By-law of the Corporation of the City of Barrie to adopt an amendment to the Official Plan (O.P.A. 
No. 72). 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 21 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990 Chapter P.13 authorizes Council to initiate 
an amendment to or repeal of any Official Plan that applies to the municipality; 
 
 AND WHEREAS, by Resolution 20-P-002, the Council of the Corporation of the City of Barrie deems 
it expedient to pass such a by-law to adopt an amendment to the City of Barrie Official Plan; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Corporation of the City of Barrie enacts as follows: 
 
 1. Amendment No. 72 to the City of Barrie Official Plan attached to and forming part of this by-
law, is hereby adopted. 
 
 
 READ a first and second time this 10th day of February, 2020. 
 
 READ a third time and finally passed this 10th day of February, 2020. 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BARRIE 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mayor – J.R. Lehman 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Clerk – Wendy Cooke



 
 This Amendment No. 72 to the Official Plan for the City of Barrie which has been recommended by 
the Barrie General Committee and adopted by the Council of the Corporation of the City of Barrie, is hereby 
approved in accordance with the Planning Act as Amendment No. 72 to the City of Barrie Official Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Date City Clerk – Wendy Cooke 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
PART A - THE PREAMBLE does not constitute part of this amendment. 
 
 
PART B - THE AMENDMENT, consisting of the following text and map constitutes Amendment No. 72 to the 
City of Barrie Official Plan. 
 
 
Also attached is PART C - THE APPENDIX, which does not constitute part of this amendment.  This appendix 
contains the Public Meeting Minutes, Staff Report, and the Council Resolution associated with this amendment. 
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PART A - THE PREAMBLE 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this amendment is to amend Section 3.3.2.2(e) to permit second suites in the Georgian 
College Neighbourhood Study Boundary Area. This amendment will be accompanied by an implementing 
Zoning By-law Amendment. 

LOCATION 
 
The amendment to the City of Barrie Official Plan applies to the lands in Wards 1, 2 and 3 of the City of Barrie. 
The lands are bound to the north by Little Lake Drive and Cundles Road East, to the east by Penetanguishene 
Road, to the south by Steele Street and Wellington Street East and to the west by St. Vincent Street.  
 
BASIS 
 
The Strong Communities through Affordable Housing Act (2011, Bill 140) includes actions to address 
housing affordability in the Province of Ontario. Part of those amendments requires municipalities to 
establish official plan and zoning by-law provisions to allow second suites in singled detached, semi-
detached and townhouse dwellings. 

The City’s Official Plan, through Official Plan Amendment No. 51 passed in 2015, and Comprehensive 
Zoning By-law 2009-141, as amended by By-law 2015-056 and 2017-079, established the permission for 
second suites throughout the City of Barrie, except in the Georgian Neighbourhood Study Boundary Area.  

In 2018, an external review of the City’s Zoning By-law was undertaken by the consulting firm WSP. One 
of the elements raised to Planning Staff was the limitation of second suites in the Georgian Neighbourhood 
Study Boundary Area. WSP also raised the fact that the restriction not only limits the availability of safe, 
affordable housing options in the City, the restriction may violate the Human Rights Code with a zoning 
standard that is based on the people that may be accommodated in the dwelling unit, including Georgian 
College students and others seeking affordable accommodation in this area, including staff at RVH.  

There are many unregistered second suites in the Georgian Neighbourhood Study Boundary Area that may 
result is unsafe housing because the City has not confirmed Building Code or Fire Code requirements in 
these unregistered units. 

The restrictions placed on second suites in the Georgian Neighbourhood Study Boundary Area were in 
response to particular matters and interests expressed by residents and Council in 2015.  

In 2018, a total of 52 zoning enforcement files were related to illegal second suites in the Georgian 
Neighbourhood Study Boundary Area. This amounts to approximately 25% of all enforcement cases in this 
area.  

Unregistered second suites are enforced by the City’s Zoning Enforcement Officers. Unregistered second 
suites in the Georgian Neighbourhood Study Boundary Area can only be registered if the property owner 
can confirm the unit existed prior to the policy direction that excludes second suites in this area. New units 
cannot be registered.  Without the registration process, there is no review or inspections for Building and 
Fire Code compliance. 

Generally, the standards and provisions for second suites in the City of Barrie work well and allow for 
second suites and their occupants to become a part of neighbourhoods across the City, while offering a 
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more affordable housing option for Barrie residents than standalone accommodation options. By amending 
the Official Plan and Zoning By-law to permit second suites in the Georgian Neighbourhood Study Boundary 
Area the expectation is that existing second suites will be brought up to applicable Building Code and Fire 
Code standards.  

Permitting new second suites to be created and registered will increase the housing supply in an area of 
the City that needs a variety of housing options for a variety of residents, not just students. 

The Planning Act is the overarching policy framework and associated regulations to guide land use and 
planning policy in the Province of Ontario. The Planning Act and supporting regulation 299/19 require the 
passing of a by-law to permit additional dwelling units. Recognizing the importance of additional dwelling 
units is clear and the implementing zoning by-law cannot be appealed.  

The Provincial Policy Statement (2014) (PPS) provides overall policy directions on matters of provincial 
interest related to land use planning and development and sets the policy foundation for regulating the 
development and use of land.  
 
Policy 1.0 of the PPS is Building Strong Healthy Communities in part by the efficient use of land and 
development patterns. Second suites in existing dwelling units conforms to this policy. 

Policy 1.1.1 states that: “Healthy, liveable and safe communities are sustained by: b) accommodating an 
appropriate range and mix of residential (including second suites, affordable housing and housing for older 
persons)…” The proposed amendments support second suites by increasing the opportunity for second 
suites equally across the City. 

Policy 1.4.3 states that: “Planning authorities shall provide for an appropriate range and mix of housing 
types and densities to meet projected requirements of current and future residents of the regional market 
area by: b) permitting and facilitating 2. All forms of residential intensification, including second suites, and 
redevelopment in accordance with policy 1.1.3.3.”  The PPS supports the introduction of second suites as 
a form of intensification. 

A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2019) (A Place to Grow) is the Ontario 
government’s initiative to plan for growth and development in a way that supports economic prosperity, 
protects the environment, and helps communities achieve a high quality of life.  It provides a framework for 
implementing Ontario's vision for building strong, prosperous communities by managing growth and it 
establishes the long-term framework for where and how the region will grow.    

 
One of the Guiding Principles as outlined in Section 1.2.1 of A Place to Grow is to: “support a range and 
mix of housing options, including second suites and affordable housing, to serve all sizes, incomes and 
ages of households.”  The proposed amendments are consistent with this guiding principle as it seeks to 
permit second suites equally across the City of Barrie. 

 
Policy 2.2.1.4 states that: “Applying the policies of this Plan will support the achievement of complete 
communities that: c) provide a diverse range and mix of housing options, including second suites and 
affordable housing, to accommodate people at all stages of life, and to accommodate the needs of all 
household sizes and incomes;”.  The proposed amendments to permit second suites across the City will 
provide housing options in the northern end of the City near not only Georgian College, but also the Royal 
Victoria Hospital and the commercial developments surrounding those areas. 

 
Policy 2.2.6.1 a) i.  Recognizes second suites as a way to achieve intensification and “a diverse range and 
mix of housing options, including second suites and affordable housing to meet projected needs of current 
and future residents.”  
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The OP permits second suites and only limits second suites in the Georgian Neighbourhood Study 
Boundary Area. The basis for permitting second suites ties into the Housing Goals of the OP which are 
outlined in Section 3.3.1 of the OP (a) “to provide for an appropriate range of housing types, unit sizes, 
affordability and tenure arrangements at various densities and scales that meet the needs and income 
levels of current and future residents.” Second suite permissions equally across the City would address this 
goal. 

The General Policies of the Official Plan in Section 3.3.2.1 (a) states: “The City will encourage the 
maintenance of reasonable housing costs by encouraging a varied selection with regard to size, density 
and tenure. The Zoning By-law will be amended to allow for innovative housing where it is recognized to 
be in accordance with good land use planning principles.” The proposed amendments are in accordance 
with good land use planning principles as well as a way to provide reasonable housing costs equally across 
the City. 

The amendment conforms to Provincial planning policies, including the Planning Act, the Provincial Policy 
Statement (PPS) and A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2019).  The 
amendment is designed to permit Second Suites in all areas throughout the City of Barrie. 
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PART B - THE AMENDMENT 

 
 
DETAILS OF THE AMENDMENT 
 
That Section 3.3.2.2 (e) of the Official Plan be deleted and replaced with the following: 
 

(e) Second Suites are permitted in single detached, semi-detached, duplex dwellings and street 
townhouses subject to the standards and provisions of the Comprehensive Zoning By-law. Second 
suites are permitted in all areas of the City to encourage affordable, safe housing. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Subject to the adoption of this Amendment, Council may consider passing an implementing Zoning By-law to 
delete Section 5.2.9.1 (a) and Appendix “D” Second Suites Exclusion (Georgian Neighbourhood Study) Area 
from Comprehensive Zoning By-law 2009-141 in accordance with the proposed Amendment.  
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
The provisions of the Official Plan, as amended from time to time, shall apply in this regard to this Amendment. 
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SCHEDULE A TO OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT  NO. 72 
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Council Resolution
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