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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      

 
12 and under ride Barrie Transit for free, seniors ride free Thursdays 

starting Nov. 1 
 
(Barrie, ON) Starting Nov. 1, children 12 and under can ride Barrie Transit for free, and seniors 65+ 
can ride free on Thursdays.  
 
“We’re very excited to offer free transit for children 12 and under,” said Brent Forsyth, Director of 
Transit. “We want to get more young people on the bus—if they get comfortable with the service, they 
are more likely to become lifelong transit users.”  
 
Free transit for children 12 and under was approved by Council in April as part of the Barrie Transit 
Fare Strategy. The Fare Strategy also includes a small increase to some transit rates.  
 
“In order to be financially responsible with taxpayer money, we need to slightly increase some fares to 
offset the rising costs of operation,” added Forsyth.  
 
The City has not increased transit student/adult cash fares since 2013. Since that time, Barrie Transit 
has added more than 25,000 service hours, expanding coverage to areas of the City that didn’t 
previously have transit service (Route 11) and providing more frequent and direct services through the 
City’s first express route (Route 100).  
 
Also starting on Nov. 1, transfers will be valid for 75 minutes compared to the current 60 minutes, and 
seniors 65+ can ride Barrie Transit for free on Thursdays. This past June, free transit was offered to 
seniors for the entire month. At that time, the City consulted with seniors to see if they preferred having 
an entire month free or one day per week. The consultation results showed seniors preferred one free 
day per week. 
 
The below chart shows the Barrie Transit fares beginning Nov. 1, 2019 and indicates the price 
difference from current rates: 
 

 Child (0-12) Student 
(13-18) 

Adult (19-64) Senior (65+) 

Cash Fare  
 

FREE 

3.25 
(+$0.25) 

3.25 (+$0.25) 3.00 (no change) 

10 Ride Card 24.50 
(+1.50) 

28.00 (+2.00) 21.00 (no change) 

Monthly  66.75 
(+$0.75) 

87.00 (+$1) $52.00 (-$4.00) 

 

Day Pass $7.50 (no change) 

Family Day 
Pass 

$9.00 (no change) 

For more information about Barrie Transit, visit barrie.ca/Transit.  
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For more information, please contact: 
Scott LaMantia 
Senior Communications Advisor 
scott.lamantia@barrie.ca  
705-739-4220 x4529 
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