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TO: GENERAL COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: BUILDING PERMIT FOR A SIGN ONTO A DESIGNATED HERITAGE 
BUILDING 

WARD: WARD 2 

PREPARED BY AND KEY 
CONTACT: 

T. WIERZBA, PLANNER, EXTENSION #4403 

SUBMITTED BY: A. BOURRIE, RPP 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES 

GENERAL MANAGER 
APPROVAL: 

A. BOURRIE, RPP 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT  

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER APPROVAL: 

M. PROWSE, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

  
RECOMMENDED MOTION 

1. That Staff Report PLN030-18 regarding a Building Permit for a Sign onto a Designated Heritage 
Building, being the property known municipally as 72 Dunlop Street East, be received. 

2. That Appendix “D” of Staff Report PLN030-18, Sign Option #2 - 72 Dunlop Street East, be 
approved. 

3. That staff in the Planning and Building Services Department be directed to provide notice of its 
decision as per Section 33(4)(b) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

PURPOSE & BACKGROUND 

Report Overview 

4. The purpose of this Staff Report is to inform this Committee that an application to install a sign onto 
a Designated Heritage Building has been received. 

5. As per Section 33 of the Ontario Heritage Act R.S.O 1990 (‘Heritage Act’), no owner of a Designated 
Heritage Building shall alter the property if the alteration is likely to affect the property’s heritage 
attributes.  

6. Staff have reviewed By-Law 90-323 (see Appendix “A”), the By-Law designating 72 Dunlop Street 
East a Heritage Building, and determined that the proposed signage may impact the building’s 
heritage attributes. As such alterations to the building must be approved by Council. 

7. The remainder of this report provides details on the property, the alterations being proposed, and 
comments received from Heritage Barrie Committee (HBC), followed by a brief analysis.   

The Designated Heritage Building at 72 Dunlop Street East 

8. 72 Dunlop Street East was designated as a Heritage Building through By-Law 90-323 as per 
Section 29 of the Heritage Act.  
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9. As required by the Heritage Act the designating By-Law details the heritage attributes of 72 Dunlop 
Street East. The By-Law indicates that 72 Dunlop was built in 1880 by local builder George Ball for 
Leander Sanders. The building features unpainted red and buff dichromatic brick pattern which has 
been used to decorate the whole of the front façade. This unique brick façade, including the brick 
decoration which spells out “SANDERS BLOCK” in buff brick across the cornice, is the building’s 
staple heritage attribute and one of the main reasons why the building was designated under the 
Heritage Act. 

The Alterations Proposed 

10. An application to install a sign onto the front face of 72 Dunlop Street East was received by Building 
Services on August 1st, 2018 (see Appendix 2).  

11. The owner is seeking to install signage on the face of the building, in between the second and third 
floors of the building. The applicant has prepared two signage options for the committee. They are: 

a) Option 1 – Individual Letters:  
This option involves the installation of individual letters, which will spell out ‘element 6’ on 
the western portion of the building, and ‘design by thinking’ on the eastern side of the 
building (see Appendix 3 for colour rendering). This option will require holes to be drilled 
into the face of the building for each letter, with approximately 2-3 holes per letter. This 
will require approximately 50 holes to be drilled (assuming two holes per letter). A 
mounting stud will then be fixed two inches into the brick to secure each letter onto the 
building. The applicant has indicated this is their preferred option. 

b) Option 2 – Board Backed Letters:  
This option involves the installation of two sign boards, one on the east and west sides of 
the building respectively. Individual letters will then be mounted onto each board rather 
than into the face of the building. The board on the west side will spell out ‘element 6’ and 
the board on the east side will spell out ‘design by thinking’ (see Appendix 4 for colour 
rendering). The applicant proposed to take a photograph of the existing brick face where 
each sign is to be located. The brick pattern will then be printed onto each sign board to 
act as a backdrop for the lettering being proposed. This proposal reduces the number of 
holes that need be drilled into the brick to approximately eight holes per sign board.  

Heritage Barrie Committee Comments 

12. As part of their mandate the HBC is to advise and assist Council on all matters relating to Part IV 
and V of the Heritage Act. Section 33 of the Heritage Act, the section which requires property 
owners of obtain approval from their local council before altering a heritage building, is found under 
Part IV of the Heritage Act. As such the HBC is obligated to provide Council their opinion on this 
matter.  

13. Planning staff presented the application to install a sign onto 72 Dunlop Street East at the October 
2nd, 2018 HBC meeting. Staff solicited the HBC’s feedback during the October 2nd meeting and 
again via email. The HBC’s comments can be summarized as follows: 

a) The HBC understands the need and desire for businesses to have signage. However, they 
are concerned with the damage the installation of the signs will cause to bricks that are 
over a hundred years old.  

b) Several HBC members indicated that they prefer no signage to be installed.  
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c) The HBC is concerned with the increasing number of signs being installed on the face of 
buildings in the downtown. Specifically, they are concerned with the aesthetic 
appearance of signage in that it results in a loss of historic character as buildings are 
obscured by signage. More importantly, the HBC is concerned with the physical damage 
caused by the installation of signage onto old buildings, regardless if they are designated 
or not.  

d) The HBC understands that Council may approve the proposed building alteration and 
signage installation despite the concerns noted above. Should this be the case the HBC 
recommends Option 2 be selected as it will result in minimal damage to the building. 
Further, should the sign ever need to be taken down fewer holes will be visible from the 
street. 

ANALYSIS 

14. The building permit application to alter 72 Dunlop Street East for the purpose of installing signage 
has been in process since August, 2018. The matter came to the attention of Planning Staff in mid-
September once it was determined that the building is Designated under the Heritage Act. The 
matter was immediately put on the next HBC agenda for review. The matter was discussed at the 
HBC meeting and staff collected feedback. Staff shared the HBC’s comments with the applicant 
and two signage options were developed. However, as there are no more HBC meetings in the 
2018 calendar year, the HBC will not be able to pass a motion on the matter until a new committee 
is struck in 2019. As such the applicant has requested the matter proceed to Council for a decision 
as to avoid any further delays in the project.  

15. Staff have reviewed the application and the HBC’s comments. Staff agree with the HBC’s concerns 
regarding irreparable damage being caused to the brick of a Designated Heritage Building. 
However, the building is located in a prominent downtown location. As such it is understandable 
why businesses would be interested in signage. Should this committee approve the proposed 
alteration and installation of signage, staff recommend that signage Option 2 be selected. Option 2 
strikes a balance between meeting the business’s need for signage while protecting the building’s 
heritage attributes as it requires fewer holes being drilled into the brick. Further, as Option 2 
requires fewer holes to be drilled, the visual impact of the holes will be reduced should the signage 
be removed in the future. 

16. The regulation of signage on non-designated buildings in the downtown, however, is a separate 
matter, and should be considered following consultation with the public. 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

17. There are no environmental matters related to the recommendation.   

ALTERNATIVES 

18. The Ontario Heritage Act provides Councils a number of options when considering an application 
to alter a designated heritage property. In addition to the recommended motion, Council may:  

a) Consent to the alteration of 72 Dunlop Street East for the purpose of installing signage, 
subject to terms and conditions, and advise staff of the preferred sign option. This option 
is recommended should Council wish to impose conditions on the approval of the proposed 
alterations and signage. 

b) Refuse the alteration and application to install the sign onto 72 Dunlop Street East. This 
option is not recommended. 
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c) Defer the decision regarding the proposed alterations to 72 Dunlop Street East for a time 
period agreed upon between the applicant and Council, as per As per Section 33(5) of 
the Heritage Act. This option is not recommended. 

FINANCIAL 

19. There are no financial implications for the Corporation resulting from the proposed 
recommendation. 

LINKAGE TO 2014-2018 STRATEGIC PLAN 

20. The recommendation(s) included in this Staff Report are not specifically related to the goals 
identified in the 2014-2018 Strategic Plan.     

Attachments:   Appendix “A” – By-Law 90-323 
Appendix “B” – Sign Application 
Appendix “C” – Sign Option #1 
Appendix “D” – Sign Option #2 
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APPENDIX “A” 
By-law 90-323 
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APPENDIX “B” 
 

72 Dunlop Street East - Sign Application 
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APPENDIX “C” 
72 Dunlop Street East – Sign Option #1 

 



 

STAFF REPORT PLN030-18 
December 10, 2018 

 Page: 18  
File: R01 
Pending #: N/A 
 
 

 

 

 

APPENDIX “D” 
 

72 Dunlop Street East – Sign Option #2 
 


