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What is Urban Agriculture?

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO UN),
defines urban agriculture as the growing of plants and the raising of animals
to share, distribute and/or process as food, fibre or fertilizers, in and around
municipalities, and according to the City of London’s Urban Agriculture
Strategy, emphasis is focussed on fostering educational, economic and
ecological systems.

Additionally, non-food species are also raised, such as medicinal herbs,
ornamental plants and trees.

Such practices augment regional commercial agriculture activities, and both
rural and urban agriculture systems form the “food sheds” which feed local
populations.

Background:

Barrie’s Urban Pantry Project is a partnership between FruitShare Barrie,
Barrie’s Good Food Box, and Cultivating Culture, and is supported by
numerous community allies including The Simcoe Muskoka District Health
Unit and The Canadian Mental Health Association, Simcoe Branch.

The Urban Pantry Project’s goal:

To strengthen the community of Barrie by fostering a connection between its
citizens and their environment, through supporting the increase and
diversification of a sustainable local food system.

Cultivating Culture’s goal:

To work within the framework of the Urban Pantry Project, to facilitate
healthy, accessible, inclusive and affordable urban agriculture activities
within the City of Barrie, supported by city council and staff, related
community groups and institutions, and individual citizens.



